




CUMULATIVE IMPACT OF WIND TURBINES - NORFOLK 
 
 
Introduction 
 
CPRE Norfolk believe that up-to-date information on the cumulative impact of wind turbines in the Norfolk landscape should be considered 
by all decision makers when determining applications.   
 
Norfolk is one of England’s most rural counties, containing a National Park, a coastal Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), 20 
National Nature Reserves (NNRs) and over 150 Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs).  The prevalence of designated sites and the 
typically low-lying, flat landscape of Norfolk, means that the county is especially sensitive to the impact of wind turbines in the landscape. 
 
National planning guidance asks developers and decision makers to study cumulative impact during the application process, using best 
practice from the Scottish Natural Heritage guidance (see below for examples).  The accompanying maps have been produced by CPRE 
Norfolk, in line with this guidance, showing onshore and offshore wind farm proposals in Norfolk and their zones of visual influence.   
 
The first map shows the location, relative size (number of wind turbines) and the 30km zone of visual influence of all operational wind farms 
in Norfolk to the current date.  This gives us a feel for the current picture.  The second map adds those wind farms that are under 
construction, have consent or are in the planning system (in scoping, planning application, awaiting appeal, or awaiting resubmission).  This 
shows us how the county’s landscape could be affected in the future.  
 
These maps were produced in August 2011.  Every attempt has been made to ensure the information is accurate at the time of publication.    
 
 
Relevant Planning Guidance 
 
PPS22: Planning Policy Statement for Renewable Energy, para 21, states 
 
‘Planning authorities should also take into account the cumulative impact of wind 
generation projects in particular areas. Such impacts should be assessed at the planning application stage and authorities should not set 
arbitrary limits in local development documents on the numbers of turbines that will be acceptable in particular locations.’ 
 
PPS22 Companion Guide, para 5.22, describes cumulative landscape effects as  
 
'the effects of a proposed development on the landscape fabric, character and quality and so concerns the degree to which renewable 
energy development becomes a significant characteristic of the landscape',  
 
and states that cumulative visual effects (see over) 



'concern the degree to which renewable energy development becomes a feature in particular views (or sequences of views), and the effect 
this has upon the people experiencing those views.' 
 
PPS22 Companion Guide, para 5.24, states 
 
‘Cumulative impact assessments undertaken to date in the UK relate mainly to wind farms, and have generally been concentrated in 
Scotland and Wales. Bodies such as Scottish Natural Heritage have developed considerable experience in dealing with these issues and 
have prepared several volumes of good practice guidance for their own and wider use  In England, the following key points (derived from 
the Scottish guidance) may assist in assessing cumulative effects: 
 
• a base plan of all existing windfarms, consented developments and applications received should be produced, showing all such schemes 
within a defined radius of the centre of the proposal under consideration;  
 

• for those existing or proposed windfarms within a defined radius of the proposal under consideration, a plan showing cumulative zones of 
visual influence (ZVIs) should be prepared. This plan should clearly identify the ZVI of each windfarm, and identify those areas from where 
one or more windfarms are likely to be seen.’ 
 
Scottish Natural Heritage Guidance on the Cumulative Effect of Wind Farms, Appendix 5, item 3, states 
 
‘A suitably clear and legible base plan should be produced to show any of the following, where they are located within 60 km from the 
windfarm under consideration: 
− any constructed or consented windfarm; 
− any undetermined windfarm application; 
− any windfarm proposal which has been subject to an EIA scoping request to the relevant authority; and 
− any other windfarm proposal that the Planning Authority and/or SNH considers relevant for study and which is within the public domain as 
a result of a public announcement or community meeting’ 
 

and 
 

‘The base plan should show, as a minimum, the footprint of all developments as shown by the relevant application or EIA scoping 
document. A 30km radius should be drawn around each proposal (these radii are best shown in different colours).’ 
 
Scottish Natural Heritage Guidance on the Cumulative Effect of Wind Farms, Appendix 5, item 4, states 
 
‘Zone of visual influence studies 
Cumulative ZVIs should be produced for all existing or consented developments or undetermined Section 36 or planning applications within 
a 30km radius from the centre point of the current proposal. SNH or the Planning Authority may request the inclusion of additional projects 
outwith the 30km limit.’ 
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